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-~ RPCAU students
- urged to emulate

g!, alumni footsteps

i B K Mishra | Tnn
*S:Patna: Rajendra Prasad Cen-
*h_)_ tral Agricultural University
< (RPCAU)'s chancellor PL
-/~ Gautam on Wednesday called
1 upon the students to take in-

é spiration from the universi-

ty’s distinguished alumni
> who have distinguished them-
N selves in the field of green re-
\E\volution and made India seli-
i 8" sufficent in foodgrains’ pro-
~ - duction.
: Inaugurating the three-
day 56th Foundation Day cele-
>~ brations and the first-ever
: alumnimeetof the university,
:  Gautam emphasized the 1m-
« portance of alumni mentors-
U hip and urged the present day
: scholars to follow the foot-
o&" steps of their seniors and
contribute significantly tothe
g country’s development.
" University’s VC PSPandey
\.,H highlighted the significance
of the occasion and said the
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RPCAU awarded
for its patriotic
initiatives

B K Mishra | rvn

Patna: Rajendra Prasad Cen-
tral Agricultural University
(RPCAU), Pusa, has been con-
ferred with the award for
“best contribution in nationa-
lity, patriotism, and nation-
building through co-curricu-
lar activities” by Veterans In-
dia, in collaboration with All
India Council for Technical
Education (AICET), National
Board of  Accreditation
(NBA), and Association of In-
dian Universities (AIU).

The award was presented
to the university’s vice-chan-
cellor P S Pandey at a ceremo-
ny held in New Delhi on Tues-
day in recognition of the uni-
versity’s outstanding efforts
In promoting national integ-
ration and patriotism among
its students. The selection
committee comprised emi-
nent judges, senior military
officers, educationists, and
administrative officials.

Giving away the ward,
Anil Sahasrabudhe, chair-
man of the National Assess-
ment and Accreditation Co-
uncil (NAAC) and National
Board of  Accreditation
(NBA), praised the VC’sinitia-
tive of launching the “Deeks-
harambh” programme, an
initiative that instils patrio-
tism among students.

The Times of India 17-12-2025
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Samastipur turmeri

47’710”7&5 o

B K Mishra | Tnn 720 tent. The district of Samasti-

Patna: The ‘Rajendra Sonia’
variety of turmeric grown
abundantly in Samastipur
district of Bihar may soon
stake its claim for a Geograp-
hical Indication (GI) tag be-
cause of its very high curcu-
min content of 7to 8 percent.
Its curcumin content is even
higher than that of Laka-
dong turmeric, a widely cele-
brated GI-tagged variety of
Meghalaya.

According to a policy pa-
per “Harnessing the potenti-
al of turmeric - the ‘golden
spice’ in the state of Bihar”
released by Rajendra Prasad
Central Agricultural Univer-
sity (RPCADU) at its thee-day
research council meeting
held at Pusa, concerted ef-
forts would be made to boost
the production of turmeric
in Samastipurdistrict which
has huge potential in terms
of yield and curcumin con-

pur is identified for turmeric
under ‘One District One Pro-
duct’ programme.
Thepolicy paper presents
a holistic pélicy framework
for upliftment of turmeric
crop in the state and establis-
hing sustainable value cha-
ins, which will directly in-
crease income and employ-
ment opportunities. Given
the Central government's
thrust on turmeric via the
formation of National Tur-
meric Board (NTB), Bihar
can contribute significantly
to the turmeric economy of
India, thepolicy paper states.
Turmeric is one of Indi-
a’s most significant agricul-
tural commodities, conside-
red critical notonly foritscu-
linary purposes, but also for
its therapeutic, medicinal,
and industrial applications.
As the worid’s largest produ-
cer and exporter, India acco-
unted for 11.16 1akh tonnes of

¢ with 8%

od‘JcL Ls ’2' BKMlshra

‘Rajendra Sonia’
variety of turmeric’s
curcumin contentis
even higher than
that of Lakadong
turmeric, a widely
celebrated
Gl-tagged variety

of Meghalaya
turmeric production in
2024-25, contributing over 70
percent to global supply
With the establishment of
NTB in 2025, the nation has
set an ambiticus goal of do-

ubling its turmeric produc-
tion to 20 lakh tonnes over

the next five years.

As many as six varieties
of Indian turmeric have re-
ceived Geographical Indica-
tion (GI) tags, each posses-
sing unique attributes.
When it comes to global tra-
de, curcumin content rema-
ins the key determinant of
value. Global buyers particu-
larly favour turmeric varie-
ties with curcumin levels ex-
ceeding 5 percent, with pre-
mium markets rewarding
even higher concentrations.

Ritambhara Singh of ag-
ribusiness management de-
partment at RPCAU, the lea-
ding author of the policy pa-
per, told the newspaper that
India exported 1.17 lakh ton-
nes of turmeric in 2024 and
aspirestoexpanditsreachin
global markets much beyond
thisfigure. This underscores
the importance of promo-
ting high-curcumin, and
high-yielding varieties with
strong export potential.

curcumin eyes Gl tag

She further pointed out
that Bihar presents a promi-
sing but underutilized op-
portunity in turmeric culti-
vation. Despite its warm, hu-
mid climate and suitable loa-
my soils, that make a
favourable ambience for tur-
meric cultivation, the state
contributes less than one
percenttoIndia’s overall tur-
meric production. Recogni-
singitslatent potential, Sam-
astipur district has been se-
lected under the ‘one district
one product (ODOP)’ initiati-
ve of the union government
for turmeric promotion.

The ‘Rajendra Sonia,’ of-
fers remarkable promise
with high yields, short dura-
tion, and impressive curcu-
min content of 7 to 8 percent
(the Indian Institute of Spice
Research puts it atas high as
8.4). Despite such strengths,
Bihar has not been able to ca-
pitalise fully on its turmeric
potential so far, she said.
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