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PM releases about Z18k crto
76L farmers under PM-KISAN

Expresses Stong Afflnlty For Orgamc Farmmg In Bihar

B K Mishra | Tnn

Patna: Just a day before the
swearing-in ceremony of the
newly elected NDA govern-
ment at Gandhi Maidan, Pri-
me Minister Narendra Modi
on Wednesday released the
21st instalment of Pradhan
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi
(PM-KISAN) scheme benefi-
ting nine crore farmers, in-
cluding 76.121akh from Bihar,
across the country. The mo-
ney of the tune of approxima-
tely Rs18,000 crore (Rs2,000
for each farmer)wasreleased
as direct financial assistance
through the direct benefit
transfer (DBT) system from
Coimbatore in Tamil Nadu.
So far, more than Rs 3.70
lakh crore have been disbur-
sed to over 11 crore farmer fa-
milies across the country
through 20 instalments when
the scheme launched in 2019.
Addressing the farmers
of Bihar, Modi said, “The
fragrance of Bihar’s soil had
reached Tamil Nadu long be-
fore my arrival.” More than
500 farmers, including 300 wo-

RPCAU VC PS Pandey (rlght) welcomes agriculture minister Ramnath
Thakur (left) in Samastipur on Wednesday

men, from Bihar, who were
connected with the PM thro-
ugh videoconference at Ra-
jendra Prasad Central Agri-
cultural University (RPCAU)
at Pusa (Samstipur), recipro-
catedtothe PM’s greetingand
waived their scarves (gamch-
has)inatypical Biharistyle.
In his address, the PM ex-
pressed his strong affinity for

organic farming (of late, be-
ing vigorously practised in
Bihar) and said that in the co-
ming years, the country is go-
ing to become a global hub for
natural farming. “Agricultu-
re will play a significant role
in boosting the rural econo-
my. Agricultural exports ha-
ve doubled in the past few ye-
arsmainly due tohardlabour

of thefarmers,” he said.

Modi highlighted the go-
vernment’s various initiati-
ves and achievements in the
agricultural sector, stating
that the government is wor-
king tirelessly to support far-
mers in every possible way.

At Pusa, the minister of
state for agriculture and far-
mers welfare, Ramnath Tha-
kur, said that the government
of India is continuously wor-
king for the welfare of far-
mers under the leadership of
PM Modi. “Farmers are not
only receiving direct financi-
al benefits from the govern-
ment but also getting scienti-
fic and technical knowledge
at their doorstep,” he said
while appreciating the
RPCAU’s efforts in providing
regular training to the far-
mers in mushroom produc-
tion, crop production, marke-
ting, and digital agriculture.

RPCAU VC PS Pandey;, di-
rector of research AK Singh,
extension education director
Ratnesh Jha and other facul-
ty members attended the pro-
gramme.
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RPCAU students
urged to embrace
agri technologles

B K Mishra | Tnn

Patna: Agricultural Scien-
tists Recruitment Board
(ASRB) chairman Sanjay
Kumar Singh on Monday
urged students to familia-
rise themselves with the la-
test technologies and rese-
arch advancements in agri-
culture and contribute mea-
ningfully to the country’s
prosperity.

Inaugurating the 21-day
‘Deeksharambh’ (orienta-
tion programme) for newly
admitted students of the
2025-26 academic session at

BRIGHT BIHAR

Rajendra Prasad Central
Agricultural University
(RPCAU), Pusa (Samasti-
pur), Singh praised the uni-
versity’s distinguished his-
tory and said students must
live up to its reputation. He
highlighted RPCAU’s pione-
ering role in digital agricul-
ture and natural farming.
The chairman apprecia-
ted theuniversity’sinitiative
in launching the ‘Deeksha-
rambh’ programme, which
was later adopted by the Indi-
an Council of Agricultural
Research and the UGC and
implemented across univer-
sitiesnationwide. RPCAU vi-
ce-chancellor P S Pandey sa-
id the university involves its
studentsandlocal farmersin

o M:ﬂny-i Mt.hmr-ly Pusa, Bimar
u’dcamc td "}ma

--—--J. A lirwy,

m
e
i . ]
[ o i 2
LAY .

RPCAU students at an orientation
programme on Monday

all its decision-making bodi-
esand prioritises their views
in the smooth conduct of
classroom and field activiti-
es. He added that the univer-
sity’s rules and regulations
have recently been amended
in the larger interest of stu-
dents.

Highlighting the univer-
sity’s strong placement re-
cord, the VC encouraged
students to remain focused
on their studies and assured
them of ample job opportu-
nities.

Director of the School of
Agri-Business and Rural
Management, Ramdatt, wel-
comed participants and out-
lined the orientation pro-
gramme. Deans, faculty
members and officials, in-
cluding Mayank Rai, Ama-
resh Chandra, P Srivastava
and Kumar Rajyavardhan,
attended theevent.
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