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"RPCAU to promote

eco-friendly ‘sulal’

B K Mishra | Tnn

Patna: Rajendra Prasad Cen-
tral Agricultural University
(RPCADU) has initiated a pio-
neering step towards promo-
ting eco-friendly Holi this ye-
ar by developing and marke-
ting herbal ‘gulal’. This initi-
ative is aimed at providing a
safer and more environment-
friendly alternative to tradi-
tional chemical-based ‘gulal’,
sald university scientists.
RPCAU scientists said the
herbal ‘gulal’, priced at Rs 40
for 100 grams, is made from
natural ingredients such as
turmeric, beetroot and spi-
nach. The university has col-
laborated with Khadi India to
market and sell the herbal
‘gulal’, along with other pro-
ducts like litchi honey, mush-
room products and jaggery.
RPCAU’s vice-chancellor
Punyavrat Suvimalendu Pan-
dey told this newspaper that
the university is committed
to promoting sustainable and
eco-friendly practices. “We
have trained many women
entrepreneurs who are suc-
cessfully selling their pro-
ducts, including the herbal

The herbal ‘gulal’,
priced at 240 for 100
grams, is made from
natural ingredients
such as turmeric,
beetroot and spinach

‘gulal’, through our universi-
ty and KhadiIndia,” he said.

Theuniversity has alsoor-
ganised a three-day training
programme for rural women
to educate them on the pro-
duction and marketing of
herbal ‘gulal’. This initiative
aims to empower rural wo-
men and provide them with a
source of income.

RPCAU’s information of-
ficer Kumar Rajyavardhan
said the herbal ‘gulal’ develo-
ped by the university has gai-
ned popularity in the market,
with increasing demand from
customers seeking eco-fri-
endly and safe Holi celebra-
tion options. “The universi-
ty’s efforts to promote sustai-
nable practices and empower
rural women have been wide-
ly appreciated,” he said.
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RPCAU to host 3- d
conf on agri statlstlcs

B K Mishra | T

Patna: Rajendra Prasad Cen-
tral Agricultural University
(RPCAU), Pusa, will host the
three-day 75th annual confe-
rence of the Indian Society of
Agricultural Statistics from
March 20 to 22. The event will
bring together 250 delegates
from across India to discuss
innovative statistical and
computational methods for
agriculture.

RPCAU’s information of-
ficer Rajyavardhan Kumar
said the theme of the confe-
rence, “Data Revolution in
Agriculture: Innovative Sta-
tistical and Computational
Methods for Viksit Bha-
rat@2047,” aligns with the
govt’s vision for a developed
India by 2047. He pointed out

that this event will provide a
platform for experts to share
their knowledge and experi-
ences in applying statistical
and computational methods
toagriculture.

“The conference will fea-
ture technical sessions, paper
presentations and panel dis-
cussions on various topics re-

€
BRIGHT BIHAR
EDUCATION IS POWER

lated to agricultural statis-
tics. Delegates will also have
the opportunity to visit the
historic Imperial Research
Institute and experience the
rich culture of the Mithila re-
gion,” he said. RPCAU has
constituted over 20 committe-
es to ensure peaceful conduct
of the conference.
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Data analysns key ~
to increasing farm
yield, says expert

B K Mishra | Tnn

Patna: Altogether, 250 delega-
tes from across the country
participated in the three-day
platinum jubilee conference of
the Indian Society of Agricul-
tural Statistics (ISAS) organi-
sed by Rajendra Prasad Cen-
tral Agricultural University
(RPCAU) at Pusa (Samastipur)
on Thursday. The conference
aimed to apply innovative tech-
nigues of agricultural statis-
tics to develop India into an ag-
riculturally advanced nation.
Addressing the conference
as the chief guest, Mangala
Rai, former director general
of the Indian Council of Agri- :
cultural Research (ICAR)and
presently agricultural advi- :
sor to CM Nitish Kumar, emp-
hasized the crucial role of ag- :
ricultural statistics in develo-
ping India by 2047. :
“It 1s important to gather :
data related to agriculture, wa- :
ter scarcity, soil biota and pre- :
sent them to the policymakers :
so that they may decide the fu- :
ture course of action,” he said, :
adding that the scientists will :
deliberate on various aspects :
of datauseand datamisusedu- :
ring the three-day conference.
RPCAU’s vice-chancellor PS :
Pandey stressed the need for :
cautious and judicious use of :
statistical data in agricultureso :
that there may not be any short- :
comings in qualitative and qu- :
antitative yield of food grains
and other crops in the country, :
Earlier, the president of ISAS
Padma Singh highlighted the
significance of the society, :
which wasestablishedundergu- :
idanceof CV Raman.
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