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Vice-Chancellor's Message

Dear Readers,
Happy New Year to all of you!!

Iam delighted to present the university e-newsletter for the month of January
2024. Last month was marked by several significant and noteworthy events,
underscoring our steadfast commitment and unwavering dedication.

Situated in the birth place of Indian agriculture, we have had the privilege
of providing diverse agricultural services since 1794. Pusa holds a rich
historical significance in the realm of agricultural education. As per the
popular saying, “B: 9fAH quid, IR B ¥ e 31 faen I qawisi e
JR] g&@Ualll" which emphasizes the importance of agriculture and the

knowledge associated with it as a source of prosperity and happiness for society. Knowing the significance of agricultural
education and contribution of Deshratna Dr. Rajendra Prasad, the first President of India, an eminent scholar and a
visionary leader who ploughed the fields of progress in agriculture, sowing seeds of riches for a flourishing nation, our
esteemed University marks another year of growth and prosperity and celebrated its foundation day on 3rd December
with great grandeur and enthusiasm. Our university stands as a beacon of excellence, fostering innovation and
sustainable practices in agriculture, contributing significantly to the growth and development of the agricultural sector
in India. The journey from Pusa to the establishment of RPCAU reflects a commitment to excellence and a dedication to
advancing agricultural knowledge for the benefit of the nation.

It is often said 'Economics is the heartbeat of agriculture' as it shapes students into architects of sustainable
development and nations into thriving landscapes of abundance, acknowledging the importance, 31st Annual
Conference of the Agricultural Economics Research Association (AERA) on "Innovations in Agriculture for Sustainable
Food Systems and Farmers' Income" was inaugurated in our University in the esteemed presence of globally acclaimed
scientists, Dr. Prabhu Pingle, Dr. Ashok Dalwai, Dr. A.N. Sharma, and numerous dignitaries from Indian academia and
government organization. The Pre-conference workshop on "Essentials of Input Output Analysis & Social Accounting
Matrix (SAM) Multiplier Modeling for Comprehensive Economic Impact Assessment” commenced which will be
instrumental for evaluating the economic linkages and dependencies between agriculture and other sectors, providing
a holistic view of the industry's contribution to the overall economy. This collaborative initiative by IFPRI and RPCAU is a
significant event for fostering knowledge in economicimpact assessment.

As per the popular saying “fIgmai IRSaRTT T TORT A | Jafddr Jfder, TasiHefd Wiewd " which can also be
stated as “In the symphony of education, tradition sets the melody, and innovation orchestrates the harmony, creating a
timeless masterpiece that resonates through the evolution of teaching methods." Embracing the symbiotic relationship
between traditional teaching methods and innovative learning approaches, a two-day workshop on "Blended Learning
Platform - Where Tradition Meets Innovation in Learning" was conducted by ICAR-IASRI in collaboration with our university
which promises to have alasting impact on the evolution of innovative pedagogy within the university.

Besides, our university has established a “Viksit Bharat Lab- Augment Reality/Virtual Reality (AR/VR) Lab” for

high-end technology-based education and research. This lab was inaugurated by Dr. Mangala Rai, Agriculture Advisor to
the Hon'ble Chief Minister, Bihar who visited the university and had interaction with scientists, faculties and students.

Embarking on the journey of knowledge, a fresh chapter unfolds with ‘Deeksharambh’: Creating Futures, Igniting
Minds — Where Every Student's Journey Begins with Purpose and Possibilities. This is our 2nd batch of the unique
initiative taken under the light of New Education Policy for grooming new entrants in the University system. The Program
stands as a testament to our commitment to provide a holistic educational experience to nurture well-rounded
individuals equipped with both intellectual prowess and a healthy physique, in order to fulfill the mission of developing
not only professionals with excellent academic credentials but also individuals with a strong ethical compass.

Jai Hind!
(Dr. P'S. Pandey)
IZQ,'
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EDUCATION & EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

» On Visit of Hon’ble Chancellor Dr. P. L. Gautam, RPCAU,
Pusa, Samastipur to the constituent colleges of the university

Hon'ble Chancellor visited the constituent colleges of the University
in his two weeklong stays at RPCAU, Pusa where he observed various
facilities of the units and had a very fruitful discussion with the
faculty, staff and students.

> Exposure visit/Experiential Learning of the students of VII
semester B.F. Sc. students (Batch 2020-2024) was attached in In-plant
training under student READY programme at National Institute of
Fisheries Post-Harvest Technology and Training, Visakhapatnam,
Andhra Pradesh during 1st -15th December 2023 and participated in
Hands-on training at SIFT (State Institute of Fisheries Technology),
Kakinada, Andhra Pradesh from 16th to 22nd December 2023 and
subsequently participated in On-farm training/ attachment atICAR-
Central Institute of Fisheries Education, Kakinada, Andhra Pradesh
from 23th December, 2023 to 2nd January, 2024
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» Exposure-cum-Tour visit of Vth Semester (batch 2021-25)
students of CoF, Dholiwas organized to ICAR-CIFE centre (Motipur)
and Jasholi Agro & Fish Farm, Motipur to take practical observation
on-farm fish breeding, spawning etc.on 05.12.2023

» The 7th Semester students of B. Sc. (agriculture) from TCA
Dholi under RAWE programme visited BISA & SR, Pusa and AICRP on
Small Millet field at TCA, Dholi on 5th and 13th December, 2023 to
interact with the Scientists and understand the institutional activities
towards agricultural developmentinitiatives.

04

> A sensitization campaign on Viksit Bharat @ 2047: Voice of
Youth Platform was organized at different colleges of the university in
the supervision of Dean CAET wherein colleges Dean, faculty
members and students were also participated.

» Inauguration of University Foundation Course “ 2nd
Deeksharambh (2023-24)" Dr. Rajendra Prasad Central Agricultural
University has conceptualized an innovative Programme
“Deeksharambh” last year for newly admitted undergraduate
students. The programme Deeksharambh was inaugurated on
29.12.2023 under the Chairmanship of Hon'ble Vice Chancellor Dr
PS. Pandey in presence of chief guest Justice Sandeep Kumar,
Hon'ble Judge, Patna High Court. This one-month-long programme
will orient the students with several activities like Yoga, Skill,
Personality Development, Arts and Crafts, Music, Literary Activities,
Drama& Theatre and sports etc. with the ultimate aim of grooming
them for holistic development. The vision behind this programme is
to empower the students to combat future unforeseen challenges
and being a saviour for Developed Bharat. Registrar and Convener of
the programme delivered the welcome address whereas Dr B.
Satpathy, Co-Convener briefed the House about the aims and
Objectives of the programme.

RESEARCH ACTIVITIES

» Under the River Ranching Programme Project (funded by
NFDB, Hyderabad), College of Fisheries, Dholi released 1,00,000
fingerlings of Indian Major Carps (Rohu, Catla & Mrigal) for ranching
in river Burhi Gandak at Gorai Ghat, Pusa, Samastipur on 6th

December, 2023. Dr. N. Vijaya Lakshmi, Principal Secretary,
Department of Animal and Fisheries Resource Department, Hon’ble
Chancellor, RPCAU, Dr. P. L. Gautam, Hon’ble Vice-chancellor, Dr. P. S.
Panday, Registrar, Dr. Mritunjay Kumar, Dean, CoF, Dr. PPSrivastava
and faculties of CoF, Dholi were present on this occasion.

R.P.CA.U., Pusa
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> 31st Annual Conference of Agricultural Economics Research
Association (AERA) held during 7th -9th December 2023 at
RPCAU, Pusa

31st Annual Conference of Agricultural Economics Research
Association (AERA) on "Innovations in Agriculture for Sustainable
Food Systems and Farmers' Income" was inaugurated by Dr. PS.
Pandey, Hon'ble Vice-Chancellor in the gracious presence of Dr.
Prabhu Pingali, Conference President & Director, Tata-Cornell
Institute at Cornell University, New York, USA, Dr. Anjani Kumar,
Senior Research Fellow, International Food Policy Research Institute
(IFPRI), Dr. K.M. Singh, Organizing Secretary & Dean, PGCA, Dr. D.K.
Sinha, Professor & Head, Department of Agricultural Economics and
other dignitaries. More than 150 participants from 19 states of the
country participated. In the Conference, there were 12 sessions, 112
research papers, and two special sessions on climate resilient
agriculture, sponsored by the government of Bihar and Agriculture
Transformation in Bihar by the International Food Policy Research
Institute (IFPRI). The Conference witnessed Dr. G.K. Chadha Memorial
Lecture, which was delivered by Dr. Alakh N Sharma, Director,
Institute for Human Development & two distinguished lectures — one
by Dr. Vijay Paul Sharma, Chairman, CACP, MoA&FW, New Delhi and
another by Dr. Smita Sirohi, Principal Scientist, ICAR and Former Joint

The imminent economists highlighted the issue of lower price
realisation by the farmers and the lack of public investment in
agriculture in India, especially in Bihar. They have highlighted the
inefficiencies and hurdles in the management of the procurement of
food grains in the state. It was concluded that the researchers should
work to address the above issues to benefit the farming community.

> Demonstration of Ompak Pabda (Pabda) and PNGs
(Pangasionodon sp.) in Biofloc unit of CoF, Dholi

|
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> Distribution of vegetables seedlings were distributed
among thirty women farmers in Harpur village under Nutri
Smart Village Programme, under AICRP for women
on.12.12.2023.
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» OnaPilotscale trial the stocked fingerlings (Less than 2 g) of
common carp (Cyprinus carpio) released by the Hon'ble Vice
Chancellor in Rice-cum-Fish culture field at the rice trial field on
01/08/2023 were harvested on 16th December, 2024 after 137 days.
The average weight and length of fishes were 18.45 — 19.0 cm and
138.3 — 141.80 g, with farm feed whereas the average weight and
length of fishes were 12.55 — 13.8 cm and 43.40 - 58.20 g. without
farm feed.

i aF R, i -

» National farmer’'s cum Mushroom Day celebration To
recognise and honour the hard work of farmers and mushroom
growers, National Farmer's cum Mushroom Day was celebrated by
the Advance Centre of Mushroom Research in the University at
Vidyapati Sabhagar. Where 110 Mushroom farmers from the
different of districts of Bihar participated and showcased their
mushroom products and works through exhibitions. On this
occasion progressive farmer Sri Nripendra Shahi from Turki,
Muzaffarpur shared his views on livelihood improvement through
mushroom-based Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs).

i

> Dr. Asish Panda, Assistant Professor (Horticulture)
participated in the Hands-on Training on Banana Breeding
Techniques at ICAR-NRC for Banana, Tiruchirappalli, Tamil Nadu
The "Hands-on Training on Banana Breeding Techniques” training
was conducted jointly by ICAR-National Research Centre for Banana
and ICAR- AICRP (F) during 28th and 29th of December 2023, at
ICAR-NRCB, Tiruchirappalli. The banana breeders across the country
were participated and formally the “Banana Breeding Network
Program” including the AICRP (F) centres was inaugurated by Dr. R
Selvarajan, Director, NRCB. The theoretical and practical knowledge
in banana breeding was the focus of the training programme.

R.P.C.A.U., Pusa
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The training was an eye-opener for all the participants on various
aspects of banana breeding. Various breeding lines for initiating the
programmes were shared among the participants. The inputs
received from the meeting are crucial for the futuristic research on
bananaat RPCUA, Pusa.
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EXTENSION ACTIVITIES

» World Soil Day cum awareness program was organized by
Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Turki on December 5, 2023, with Hon’ble
Chancellor Dr. PL. Gautam as Chief Guest, focusing on natural
farming methods. 59 progressive farmers participated in the event.
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> Exhibitions and Stalls in Sonepur Mela Hon'ble Agriculture
Minister Shri Kumar Sarvjeet, Government of Bihar; MLAs of Saran
district; Director, Agriculture Dr. AK. Ghosh along with state-level
officials of agriculture department visited RPCAU Agricultural

» A training session on "Goat and Pig farming" was organized
under the SCSP program at Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Sheohar from 5to 7
December, 2023. The training aimed to educate participants,
including 26 females and 8 males from SC/ST communities, on
scientific farming methods for goats and pigs. A total of 32
participants attended.

» A Vocational Training on Scientific Beekeeping was
organized from December 18 to 24, 2023 for 25 unemployed rural
youths, towards enhancing their skills in beekeeping for sustainable
livelihoods.
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> College of Fisheries, organized One-Day Training-cum-
Exposure visit of 30 Fish Farmers from Jehanabad and Jamui districts
of Biharon 15.12.2023 and 22.12.2023.

»  Kisan Diwas cum Awareness Program was conducted on December
23, 2023, at Pagmbarpur Panchayat, Sakra block, educating 103
farmers on soil health cards and government schemes, including a
demonstration on drone usage for insecticide spraying.

s

Training session on "Nursery management in horticulture crops" was
organized by KVK Sheohar from December 26th to 30th, 2023. This
program, was emphasized nursery-raising techniques and
management practices for horticulture crops and attended by 22
participants.

> In the month long Sonpur fair The Hon’ble Vice Chancellor,
RPCAU, Pusa, Dr. P.S Pandey, visited RPCAU Agricultural Exhibition
Stall on 25th December 2023. He admired the exhibition stall and
directed to incorporate the information about various degree
programmes of the university in the stalls.
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AWARD, SPORTS & OTHERS ACTIVITIES

» Faculty as Resource Person Dr. Gitanjali Chaudhary, Associate
Prof, College of Community Science, Pusa participated in three days
hands-on-training on “Fortified Rice Kernel Manufacturing and
blending” on 27 th to 29 th December,2023 at Innovation Hub on Rice
Fortification, Agricultural and Food Engineering, IIT, Kharagpur, West
Bengal.

» Dr. Usha Singh, Dr. Gitanjali Chaudhary and Dr. Neelam
Kumari from the College of Community Science, Pusa
participated as a Resource Person in training programme on “Millet
Processing and Value Addition” on 15 th and 16 th November, 2023 at
Vanvasi Seva Kendra Adhaura, Kalmur Bihar.

» Awareness program organized at College of Community
Science on cancer Dr. Eesha Sinha memorial lecture on Cancer
Management in Bihar-Present perspective and future direction was
organized in the lecture hall of college of community science on 5th
December 2023 in the gracious presence of Hon'ble Vice chancellor
Dr. PS Pandey. More than 170 participants including faculty
members, students, staff and media personnel participated in the
event. Padma Shree Dr. J.K Singh, chairman cancer care India cum
Director S.S hospital and Research, Patna delivered memorial lecture on
cancer management. He stressed on the importance of community
screening for better management and prevention of cencer.
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» Threestudents of TCA, Dholi cracked CAT 2023 Examination.
Mr. Pattathil Subin, Mr. Aditya Raj Anand and Mr. Swagato Pain
secured 96.96, 96.91 and 92.93 percentile, respectively.
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Mr. Pattathil Subin  Mr. Aditya Raj Anand  Mr. Swagato Pain
> A farewell ceremony of the following university employees
who superannuated from University Service on 31st December-
2023 was organized in the gracious presence of Hon'ble Vice-
Chancellor, RPCAU, Pusa.

1. ShriBirendraSingh
Senior Technical Assistant, TCA, Dholi

2. ShriRam SagarSah
Senior Technical Assistant, TCA, Dholi

3. ShriRamJanakSingh
Assistant, (Agronomy), PGCA

4. ShriGanesh Giri
UDC, Establishment Section

5. Smt. KamliDevi
LDC, Cattle Farm, Pusa

6. ShriHarischandra Ram
SSS, DoEE

7. Shri MishriLal Mahto
SSS, Cattle Farm Pusa

R.P.C.A.U,, Pusa
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