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Vice-Chancellor's
Message

Dear Readers,

1 am pleased to present the university e-newsletter for the month of
September, 2023 which carries the highlights of many significant
achievements and initiatives of our university of national importance.

Let me begin with highlighting India's recent milestane of reaching the
moon, which is undoubtedly a moment of great pride for our nation. It recalls of the verse, “geir-af @i fAEf

Tt f3ventd gt =ty woremofl 511" which translates to, 'Even the most challenging tasks can be achieved through

persistent effort, justas a hard reck gradually erodes through the constant fall of water', This achisvement showeases the
remarkable prograss we have made in the field of science and technology. This achisvement resonates with the spirit of
innovation and excellence that defines cur nation and we join aur nation for celebrating this occasion.

On the occasion of India's Independence Day, we reaffirmed our commitment to shaping the future. In the era of "Armrit Kaal,"
the role of our youth s piviotal, and our university is dedicated to nurturing excellent human resources to meet the global standards.

Further, I am delighted to share some of the noteworthy events and initiatives that have taken place within our
university. The College of Agricultural Engineering and Technology, RPCAU, Pusa, in collaboration with the Indian
Society of Agriculiural Engineers {Bihar Chapter) and the Agriculiural Machinery Manufacturers Association (Bihar
Chapter!, organized a commendable event on Industry-Academia Meet, [t aimed to discuss and formulate policies for
boosting farm mechanization and advancing the development of precision machineries. [t exemplifies sur commitment
in contributing the growth of the agriculture sector, a cornerstone of our nation's economy.

We recently hosted a three-day workshop focusing on advanced statistical tools using R programme. This workshop
was designed towards upskilling our faculty members, equipping therm to keep pace with the rapid developments in the
field of statistics and research methods. It is also imperative for empowering faculty members towards publishing in high
impact research journals of global standard. [ hope faculties getting promotion under CAS will get booster dose on
raising the bars for impactful & high quality academic and research work,

The legacy of Tirhut College of Agriculture (TCAY, Dheli, which has beenin existence since 1960, is something we take
immense pride in. This institution has played a pivotal role in shaping the academic landscape of our university and
continues to do so. The foundation day celebration of Tirhut College of Agriculture was a reminder of our enduring
commitment to academic excellence.

In our pursuit of acadamic excellence, we also understand the importance of cultural and linguistic diversity. We are
emphasizing the use of Hindi and English language in our official work and administration along with regional
languages for communication of farmer's friendly technologies to preserve our rich linguistic heritage and take the
innovative technologias to farmers in their own languages.

This year, we eagerly embrace the opportunity to extend the reach of our university newslatter beyvond ouracademic
community, inviting our industry partners and friends to join us in our journey of knowledge sharing and collaboration. This
initiative aims to foster a sustainable industry-academia interface, promoting collaboration for holistic developmant. We
believe that a strong partnership between academia and industryis vital to address the complex challenges of our times.

As we continue to move forward, let us remember that every achievement and every endeavor contribute to the
growth of our institution and the nation at large. Our commitment to excellence remains unwavenng, and together, we

shall strive for greater heights.
andey!
||'F!?

Jai Hind! :;i'
(Dr. P 5. Pa
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EDUCATION & EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

F  Industry-Academia Meeat

CAET, RPRCALU organized an Industry-Academia Maet on the theme,
'Policies for Boosting Farmi Mechanisation and Development of
Precision Machinery' in joint collaboration with AMMA (Bihar
chapter) and ISAE (Bihar chapter) on 26th August 2023, Event was
presided by Hor'ble Vice-Chancellor, RPCAU and overall 15 [eading
manufacturers from Bihar attended this event.

¥ Experiential learming

An exposure visit towards experiential learning for 48 students of
B.Tech, (Agricultural Engineering), B.Tech (Food Technelogy} and M.
Tech (PFE) was conducted to Sudha Dairy at Barauni on 05.08.2023

¥ AR-VR Series

In the series of Virtual Rzality (VR) and Augmeanted Reality (AR}, 2nd
sensitization warkshop was conducted for the RPCAL students at
CAET, RPCAL Pusa during 23rd to 25th August 2023.

» BoS, CAET

7th Board of Studies (BoS) meeting was held on 25th August, 2023 at
E. K. Rai Web Conference Hall under the chairmanship of Dean, CAET
with-'a proposal for starting new diploma courses on Drone

4 |

Technology, Al & Robotics and Micro-irrigation to further boost the
resolution towards digital agriculture.

e

# Programme completion

A total of eighty nine (89) students of B.Sc
{Hons.) Agriculture at TCA, Dholi succassfully
completed their programmee of which
approximetly 80 per cent secured distinction,
Miiss Shakshi Priva remain the overall topper of
the batch which is a testament of her hard work.
# Faculty Training

Faculty members of TCA, Dholi attended demonstration of Agri-
Diksha Portal organised by the ARIS Cell, TCA Dholi on 29th August,
2023,

# Corporate Dialogue Series

8th Corporate Dialogue Series was organized by the School of Agri-
Business and Rural Management, Pusa on 18th August with guest
speaker Mr Satish Tiwan, Vice President {Sales & Marketing) of
Gencrest. The session has shed the highlights on 'Incorporating
Sustainable Agriculture into Agribusiness Strategies.'

R.P.C.AU., Pusa
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RESEARCH ACTIVITIES

¥ ‘Marcha Dhaan' of West Champaran (Bihar) got the status of
Geographical Indication (GI)

RPCAU facilitated the Marcha Dhan Utpadak Pragatisheel Samuh; to
get the Geographical Indication status for the ‘Marcha Dhaan’ in co-
ordination with the District Administration, West Champaran (Bihar).
‘Marcha’ is a short bold indiganous cultivar of rice lacally found in
West Champaran District of Bihar The size and shape of grain
appears like black pepper, so it is known as Mircha ar Marcha Rice.
'Marcha Rice’ |s famous for its aromatic flavour, palatability and
aromatic chura {rice flakes) making gualities. The certificate of
Geographical Indication status was issued on 31,07, 2023 and will be
valid £ill 28.11.2031,

» RPCAU got patent for Mutritive Food Compaosition and
Process for Preparation

In a process of enriching the existing collection of patents, RPCAU
bags another patent on the technelogy invented by Dr. Usha Singh
entitled, 'Energy Dense Nutritive Food having Balanced Nutritional
Composition and Process for Preparation’, The patent has been
grated on 31.08.2023 fora period of 20 year from 25.02.2021.

? Production of Quality Seed Tuber of Turmeric in RPCAU

A huge quantity of quality seed tubers of turmeric for the turmeric
growers was produced through the Centrally Sponsored Scheme on
Spices Development ie, MIDH-5pice operating at TCA, Dholi. A
revenue of Rs. 30 lekhs have been generated through sales of
turmeric seed tubers to the interested stakeholder across the

country.

# Fish Spawn distributed
among the Farmers

Spawn of 1.7 millian Indian
Major Carps fish were
distributad to the fish farmers
an payment basis by the Fish
Hatchery and Farm facility of
College of Fishery, Dhali. This
was taken up to fulfil the
demand for guality fish spawn
amang the fish farmers of the
region.

# Parthenium Awareness Campaign and Brainsterming
Session Organized

The Dept. of Agronomy, PGCA, Puss, in collaboration with the Center
for Advanced Studies on Climate Change, RPCAL., jointly organized
Parthenium Awareness Campaign on August 22, 2023, during
"Parthenium Awarcness Week." The uprooting programme of
Parthenium weeds on the campus was done. The Dean, PGCA,
Director Research, Head of the Department (Agronomy? along with
the faculty members, staffs, and students of the college were present
in the session. In the afternoon session, a Brainstorming Session was
organized on "Parthenium Biolegy and Management” under the
chairmanship of Dean, PGCA. Dr. LG. Varshney, former Director, ICAR-
DWR, Jabalpur was present as the Chief Guest, and he delivered a
lecture on "Overview of Parthenium infestation their distribution,
and management’. Dr. Mukesh Kumar, Asseciate Professor,
Agronomy also delivered a spesch on "Climate Change Effect on
Parthenium Infestation.” Mare than 50 scientists, and students were
present in the Brainstorming Session, The event was organized for
imparting knowledge and awareness of Farthenium weeds and their
management

R.P.C.A.U., Pusa
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» PDDUCHE&F, Piprakothi, Motihari erganized a seminar on the
topic "Parthenium and its Utilization in Compost Making” on 22
August, 2023 to follow the program of 18th Parthenium Awareness
Week from 16-22 August, 2023

F  KVK Sukhet conducted “Parthenium Awareness Week” from
16th to 22nd August in KVK campus as well off out campus through
training, farmer plot wisit and rally programme. During this event
farmer- scientist interaction conducted on topic of proper disposal
methods of parthenium and their harmful effects on humans as well
asanimal health.

# Manage Collsborative online Training Programme on “Waomen
entrepreneurship” organized from 16th -18th August 2023
Dept. of Agricultural Extension Education, RPCAU, Pusa, and
MAMAGE, Hyderabad jointly organized a three-day online training
on "Women Entrepreneurship” from August 16th to 18th, 2023, The
Inaugural function was graced by the Director Extension and Dean
College of Community Science, RPCAL, Pusa along with Dr. Veenita
Kumari, Dy, Director (Gender Studies), MANAGE, Hyderabad. The
madule covered various sectors like horticultural crops, poultry
keeping, mushroom value addition, millets, banana waste utilization,
gender analysis tools, and climate-smart adaptation. The event had
125 participants from across the country,

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES

* Scientific Advisory Committee Meeting

Scientific advisory committee meeting of KVE, Sheohar was held on
4th August, 2023 at KVE, Sheohar under the Chairmanship of Hon'ble
Vice-Chancellor, RPCAU in the presence of various officers from
district level agriculture division, NABARD, national banks among
others, Discussion covered various issues concerned with all the
stakeholders and emphasis was provided to empower farming
community through various impactful interventions through
institutional coliaboration.
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# KVK Sukhet conducted a 5-day Rural Youth Training

Programme on "Scientific Dairy Farming Methods" from August

L6th to 20th, 2023. A total of 33 participants (23 male and 6 female)

were part of this training program, which provided comprehensive

information on new dairy farming technologies and animal health

management practices.
—_—
Ll===——Rl

> 4th Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC) meeting was
organized at KVK Sukhet, Madhubani on dated 25/08/2023.
Hon'ble Vice Chancellor chaired the meeting as “Chief Guest”
Director of Extension Education, Dr RFCAU, Pusa; DDOM, NABARD,
Madhubani; Assistant Directors (Horticulture, Ag, Eng., Plant
Protection) and other officers of agriculture and allied sector,
Madhubani were also present in the meeting.

# Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Madhopur, and Markatiaganj jointly
organized a Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC) Meeting
chaired by Dr. BS. Pandey, Hon'ole Vice Chancellor of RPCAL, Pusa,
and attended by the officers including Dr. A.K. Singh, Director SRi, Dr.
M.5. Kundu, Directar Extension Education, Dr. K.G. Mandal, Director-

R.P.C.AU., Pusa
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ICAR, MGFRL Matihar, Dr. DK, Rai, Directer Seed, Dr A, Kundu,
Froject Director, RGM, PFiprakothi, Dr VP Singh, Retd. Professor
{Agronomy), Dr. RK. Jha, Professor forestry, Piprakothi, and four
nominated progressive farmers. The SAC meeting took place on
August 22, 2023, during which the Hon'ble Vice Chancellor provided
valuakble suggestions forimprovement and target achievermnants,

— -~ e =

# Rural Youth Training

A four days Rural youth training programme on "Selection,
operation, and maintenance of harvesting implemeants was
conducted by SMS (Ag. Engg.) at KVK Gopalganj from 16.08.2023 to
19.08.2023 covering the participation of twenty-one rural youth, In
this programme, trainees learned different harvesting implements’ s
selaction and operation for paddy, wheat, maize, sugarcane efc
Method demonstration of self-propelled reaper cum binder was
given to trainess. Three mare training programme on the subject ™
Installation and maintenance of Drip irrigation system” conducted at
Bishambharpur Village, "Pesticide Selecetion, handling, application
and disposal for extension functionaries and “Reproductive
problems in cattle: contrel and management” were also conducted
by EVK Gopalgan

# [MKrishi Vigyan Kendra, Madhopur conducted 15 Days INM
training programme from 16-30th August 2023 at KVEK, Madhopur
campus which was attended by 40 Fertilizer input dealers, Other
activities like group meeting, input distribution and exposure visit
also conducted.

= [Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Turki conducted four ‘days rural youth
training programme on 'Repairing and maintenance of farm
implemeants.’ Held during 17th to 20th August, 2023. In this event 25
rural youth participate on 17-20/08/2023 at KVK Turki. In another
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avent, exposure visit was conducted for DAESI members at KV Turki
farmon 19/08,2023.

¥ [Interactive Sessionand FLD

Ay interactive session between farmers and scientists focusing on
Mentha and Mushroom cultivation was organized at KVE Madhopur
on August 16th, 2023 with field Level Demonstration (FLDY was
conducted on indigenous breeds of chicks, where indigencus breads
of chicks (Vanraj & Sonal} were distributed te 25 women farmers,
primarily from the SC/ST category. Each woman received 24 chicks
for their farming activities.

= Millet Recipe Contest

A millet recipe contest was held by KVK, Gopalgan] on August 22,
2023, Thirty-one participants from various villages showcased their
culinary skills, creating dishes like mordhan kheer, madua roti, and
mare, The top 5 recipes were selected based on an organaleptic test,
evaluating colar, taste, smell, and texture. Participants also learned
about the nutritional value and importance of different millets in the
contextof climate change.

l-r'-'-v-l-..’. -

#  KVEK Sulkhet conducted off campus training programme in
Village- Rathos (Bisfi) under S5C5P programme on topic
“Commercial Goat Farming”, In this event, 33 women (5C category)
participated and got details about commercial goat farming. Senior
scientist and Head, KVK, Sukhet provide the informaticn related to
the goat health and feed management.

# University Librarian, Dr. Rakesh Mani Sharma visited KVK,
Gopalganj on 29th August, 2023, After seeing the demonstration
units, seed production unit and exparimental trials, he discussed with

R.P.C.AU., Pusa
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the scientists on the anti-pfagiarism software available with the
university. He encouraged the scientists to write good quality papers
and use plagiarism tool ‘to improve overall structure of the
manuscript. He also discussed the e-access of library resources far
knowledge upgrading and better pulrlication.

# Activities under project "Outscaling of Matural Farming
through KVKs

An awareness program was conducted in Khem Matihaniva village,
with 50 participating farmers. They were educated about various
aspects of Natural Farming, including the preparation of jeevamrit,
Ghanjesvamrit, neasmastraa, brahamastra, dash parni ark, etc
Jeevamrit and Ghanjeevamrit were regularly applied at the KVK
demaonstration unit,

AWARD SPORTS & OTHERS ACTIVITIES

# TCA, Dholi got 1st prize in cultural programme organised on
the eve of Independence Day at RPCAU, Pusa

# B. Tech. students of CESH, Ms.
sruti Thakur & Mr. Vinay Sharma,
secured top 2 positions in their
respective oral presentations on Plant
Biotechnology at a national level event
on ‘Al India Undergraduate Academic
Convention in Biotechnology'. Also, Ms. 8
Shail Priva in Microbiology category B
secured 3rd position in this event.

=

# B3rd Foundation Day of Tirhut College of Agriculture, Dholi,
Muzaffarpur was celebrated in the gracious presence of Dr. P 5.
Pandey, Hon'ble Vice Chancellor, all the Deans and Directors of the
University, scientists, students, staff members and media personnel.
Students were also falicitated fortheir outstanding achievemants,

technician, and Mr. Sajan Kurnar Bharti, Skilled Supporting staff CoF,
Choli, participated in the training prograrme on “Breeding, Seed
Production and Culture of Freshwater Giant Prawn (Macrobrachium
rosenbergiil” at ICAR-Central Institute of Freshwater Aquaculture,
Bhubaneswar from 07/08/2023 to 21,/08,/2023

# A farewell ceremony of the fellowing university employees
whe superannuated from University Service on 3lth
August, 2023 was organized in the gracious presence of
Hon'ble Vice-Chancellar, RPCAU, Pusa

1. Dr.M.N.Jha

Professor, Microbiology CB 58H, Pusa
2. Dr.Suresh Kumar Verma,

Frofessor, POUCHEF, Piprakothi
3. ShriChandra Bhushan Sharma

STO (Te), Hgr.
4. ShriVijay Kumar

STO (T6Y, Deptt. of Entomology
5. Shri Parmanand Chaudhary

Assistant, COF, Dholi

R.P.C.A.U., Pusa



